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every time when economic diligence takes stock is a time of
declining freshness, when the sap of nature has grown slack.
The difficulty, therefore, is not confined to morals, but
repeats itself throughout our nature, of reconciling intensity
of power with truth of equipoise. The moment when we
most feel the positive forces of our inner being is not that
in which we best reduce them to comprehensive estimate;
nor is the accurate apprehension of their relative worth any
guarantee for their vigorous action. This phenomenon
ceases to be the paradox of ethics, as soon as conscience
is explained as the mere inner sense of differences along the
scale of impulses, without regard to the absolute force of
any.

(2) It is also easy to understand, how, notwithstanding
the uniformity of their moral nature, men may remain far
from unanimity in their apparent moral judgments. The
whole scale of inner principles is open to survey only to the
ripest mind; and to be perfect in its appreciation is to have
exhausted the permutations of human experience. To all
actual men a part only is familiar; often, a deplorably small
part. Still, however limited the range of our moral con-
sciousness, it would lead us all to the same verdicts, had we
all the same segment of the series under our cognisance.
We should have a narrower, but a concurrent sense of right *
and wrong. That it is otherwise is not surpiising, when it is !
remembered that to different men different parts of the scale
of impulses are familiar by the predilections of their nature
or the cast of their experience; so that their moral insight -
does riot sweep over courses parallel and equal, but the '
measure at which one mind stops short is outstripped and
overlapped by the standard of another. The effect of this
inequality upon our casuistry is obvious at a glance. If all
our moral judgments are preferential, two terms must always
be present as the objects of comparison. They are not both,
however, explicitly stated in the form usually given to our
moral problems; one only is advanced; the other, held in
reserve, and therefore unnoticed. It is in this suppressed